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CURA Housing Forum 
September 21st, 2007 
“Housing, Schools, Race and Poverty” 
-Myron Orfield- 
Twin Cities  
School Demographics 
• In 1992, there were only 9 non-white 
segregated schools – around 2% of all schools 
in the metro area. By 2002, the number of non-
white segregated schools jumped to 109 – 
nearly 20% of all schools 
 
• The share of students of color attending non-
white segregated schools increased more than 
fivefold from 9% in 1992 to 46% in 2002. The 
number of students of color attending non-
white segregated schools in the Twin Cities 
area skyrocketed from 2,832 in 1992 to 29,788 
in 2002. 
• The share of black students in non-white 
segregated schools more than tripled from 14% 
in 1992 to 50% in 2002. This meant that 14,560 
black elementary students attended segregated 
schools in 2002, up from 1,981 in 1992. 
 
• The share of Latino/a and Asian students 
attending non-white segregated schools increased 
even more dramatically from 1992 to 2002-
increasing from 3 to 39% for Latinos and from 
1% to 45% for Asians. During this period, the 
number of Latino elementary school students in 
segregated schools went from 81 to 5,122 while 
the number for Asian elementary students 
increased from 141 to 8,859. 
• From 1992 to 2002, the school poverty rate 
faced by a typical non-white elementary 
student increased from 40 to 44%, while the 
rate faced by a typical white student declined 
from 14 to 13%. 
 
• The share of non-white students attending non-
white segregated schools in the central cities 
jumped from 12 to 75% from 1992 to 2002. 
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Northwest Suburban School  
Demographics 
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Southwest Suburban School  
Demographics 
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Completion Rates 

Asthma Rates in Twin Cities 
Metropolitan Area 

Subprime Lending Twin Cities 
Metropolitan Area 

Serious Crimes in Twin Cities 
Metropolitan Area 

Low Income Housing, Schools 
and Choice is Yours  
Demographics 






Key     Key 
Note: data are from representational survey for 53% of all LIHTC units in Twin Cities 
Key 
Twin Cities  
Tax Capacity and Tax Rates 





Racial and Locational Integration  
of Subsidized Housing 
 
Metropolitan School Integration Scenarios 
 
Number of black students that would have to change schools in order to achieve racial 
balance.  
 
 
            12,580 
  
Number of additional black students that would already be in a racially integrated school if: 
 
•   LITHC units were assigned randomly by race.  
•   Section 8 project units were assigned randomly by race. 
 
 
                 738 
                 789 
Number of additional black students that would already be in a racially integrated school if:  
 
•   LIHTC units were distributed across the region in proportion to school enrollment. 
•   Section 8 project units were distributed across the region in proportion to school 
     enrollment.  
 
 
                 655 
              1,301 
 
Additional Section 8 vouchers in the suburbs if they were distributed in same proportions as 
school enrollment. 
Additional black households in suburbs (at 2000 shares in voucher program). 
 
Children aged 6-17 in the added suburban black households (at 2000 average). 
 
 
        
 4,750 
 2,215 
 
             1,788 
 
 
Grand Total additional black school-age children in the suburbs 
 
 
             5,271 
             (42%) 

Spending on Housing and Economic Development 
 
-- Minneapolis and St. Paul spend 40% more than all other metro cities and 
townships combined on Housing and Economic Development 
 
-- CDC’s in Minneapolis and St. Paul spend nearly as much (85%-90%) as all 
suburban cities and townships combined spend on Housing and Economic Dev. 
 
-- CDC’s in Minneapolis and St. Paul spend about 10% more than the Metropolitan 
Council spends on Livable Communities, the regional HRA and Family Affordable 
Housing 
Spending on Housing and Economic Development
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